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o The Physiological Profile Assessment (PPA) was
developed by POWMRI

o FallScreen® is a falls risk calculator ie./ identifies
clients falls risk compared to aged matched norms

o Identifies level of impairment for sensorimotor
abilities rather than documenting the presence or
absence of a diagnosed disease.
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o Result of research out of POWMRI Falls Research
Unit taking a “physiological" rather than "disease-
oriented" approach to evaluating falls risk factors -
deals with impairments irrespective of their
cause.

- o Cochrane review recommends tailored strategies for
identified risk factors and prevention rather than
generic programs.
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o Attributing a degree of falls risk to a specific medical
diagnosisis problematic as severity varies between
individuals significantly. Therefore, by directly
assessing an individual's physiological abilities,
intervention strategies can be implemented to target
areas of deficit

o However, declinesin sensorimotor function
associated with age, inactivity, medication use, or
minor pathology may be evident in older people with
no documented medical iflness.
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combination of mild or moderate impairments in
multiple physiological domains also may also
increase the risk of falling
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